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The Future of Greater Manchester



GMSF 

• Plan for Homes, Jobs & the Environment

• Strategic plan – thematic policies addressing issues around affordable 

housing, climate change, clean air as well as scale and distribution of 

development over the next 20 years

• Consultation on draft ended in March 2019

• Around 17,500 responses

• All responses now on the system – publication at end of the month

• Support for policy framework

• Majority of responses (and objections) in relation to proposed site allocations



GMSF – key issues raised

• No need for Green Belt – plenty of brownfield land available

• Viability of brownfield land – implications of policy requirements (net zero 

carbon, space standards, affordable housing)

• Infrastructure will not be in place to support the scale and distribution of 

growth proposed

• Disconnect between level of employment and housing growth being 

proposed  



GMSF – next steps

• Evidence work underway around SFRA, carbon and energy, biodiversity net 

gain, heritage

• Two fundamental pieces of evidence

o Transport study

o Viability assessment of the plan

• Publication of responses

• Timetable



Town Centres

• Town Centre Challenge – 9 centres nominated

• Stockport MDC – launched 9 September

• Greater focus on housing in our town centres

• Future High Street Fund – 7 successful bids

• More housing being planned in our town centres

• Series of masterplans and strategies being developed

• Challenges around viability and ‘making the market’



Greater Manchester Housing Strategy 2019-2024

• Healthy homes service to help vulnerable people 

live safely and independently

• Introduction of a Good Landlord Scheme for the 

private rented sector

• Deliver 50,000 additional affordable homes by 2037

• Within 10 years, all new homes built in GM to be 

net zero carbon

• New models of delivery including community-led 

housing and modern methods of construction

• Develop a GM approach to determining affordability





GM Housing Strategy

Strategic priorities

(A) A safe, healthy, accessible home for all

A1: Tackling homelessness and rough sleeping

A2: Making a positive difference to the lives of private tenants

A3: Developing healthy homes services to support vulnerable households

A4: Improving access to social housing for those who need it

A5: Identifying pathways to volume domestic retrofit and reducing fuel poverty



GM Housing Strategy

Strategic priorities

(B) Delivering the new homes we need

B1: New models of delivery

B2: Investing in truly affordable housing

B3: Increasing choices in the housing market for GM households

STRATEGIC ENABLERS

 Partnerships incl. MOU v2; relationship with Homes England

 Evidence and data incl. better understanding of stock across tenures

Lobbying incl. greater resources to raise standards in PRS; scrapping RTB



Infrastructure

One of the five foundations of productivity: Ideas, people, infrastructure, 

business, environment, places. 

Our vision is to “build the integrated 21st century infrastructure that GM 

needs, a comprehensive infrastructure plan for the city region is required. 

This needs to meet both local and national priorities, developed in 

consultation with Government and Infrastructure providers and 

underpinned by a consensus to propel its delivery and success“. 

To secure this:

• The Government will join the Greater Manchester Strategic 

Infrastructure Board and

• Greater Manchester will develop a single infrastructure plan – and 

identifying opportunities to fund that plan - to put in place the 

integrated 21st century infrastructure needed for digital driven, clean 

and inclusive growth;



Infrastructure – What are the challenges 

• Challenge 1: Greater Manchester needs infrastructure capable of delivering low/zero carbon heat

• Challenge 2: There needs to be a substantial programme of reduction in heat demand from existing and new buildings 

• Challenge 3: The current electrical infrastructure needs to be able to accommodate the growth of local renewable generation, rapid electric 

vehicle charging and, potentially, the electrification of heat

• Challenge 4: Greater Manchester’s transport infrastructure networks should provide the capacity, connectivity and diversity to meet the future 

needs of its residents

• Challenge 5: Greater Manchester needs the infrastructure to support ultra-low emission vehicles

• Challenge 6: Provision of infrastructure that maintains and/or reduces flood risk across Greater Manchester whilst accommodating 

developmental growth and climate change

• Challenge 7: Providing green and blue infrastructure reacting to the spatial pressures on the finite space and maximises the eco-systems 

services that it provides and improving accessibility

• Challenge 8: Providing pervasive, affordable, resilient digital connectivity

• Challenge 9: Greater Manchester’s infrastructure needs a collaborative and co-ordinated approach to meet the present and future needs of 

the region

• Challenge 10: Sourcing of funding to meet the present needs and enable change for the future 

• Challenge 11: Infrastructure that is resilient to shocks and stresses



Infrastructure – Why is now the right time?

Challenging policy objectives

• Spatial Framework – will be robustly examined to ensure it can be delivered, infrastructure will be 

required early with investment stepping up. Vast majority of new development in the existing urban 

areas, Victorian era infrastructure

• 5 Year environment plan with target for net zero carbon development by 2028, carbon neutrality by 

2038 and biodiversity net gain, climate change

• Raising productivity, rebalancing the national economy – leading the Northern Powerhouse for 

prosperity, backlog of underfunding in economic infrastructure. Significant investment opportunity and 

for cleaner green growth

• Will build upon the National Infrastructure Commission blue print for funding 5 yearly devolved and 

consolidated  transport settlement but extends this to all publically funded economic infrastructure and 

for longer (10 years) and at sufficient scale to deliver the Spatial Framework and carbon neutrality



Infrastructure Strategy – Produced by the Strategic 

Infrastructure Board 
A short high level document:

• Outlines the aims and outputs of the GMSIB 

• Explains how the Board will work together to provide: 

• Address the 11 Framework Challenges

• Enable and support Cross-sector integrated thinking and working

Strategic Infrastructure Board

• Provide strategic independent advice  

• Build on the existing strong relationships in place between GMCA and the 
utility companies 

• Provides the basis for new ways of partnership working across Greater 
Manchester 



Infrastructure Flood Risk Management

• Challenge 6: Provision of infrastructure that maintains and/or reduces flood 

risk across Greater Manchester (GM) whilst accommodating developmental 

growth and climate change

• Investment from Grant in Aid, Local Levy funding and public sector to deliver flood risk 

reduction measures. Local levy is raised through the Regional Flood and Coastal 

Committee (RFCC). With the introduction of the partnership funding approach it is 

invaluable resource to “match funds” with other contributing partners.  

• GM is represented at the NW RFCC and the GM Flood and Water Management Board 

(FWMB) by 3 council members providing the opportunity to influence future investment.

• Stronger connections with PHC will help increase political support to secure funding for 

areas of flood risk priority.



Infrastructure Flood Risk Management

• Challenge 6: Provision of infrastructure that maintains and/or reduces flood 

risk across Greater Manchester (GM) whilst accommodating developmental 

growth and climate change

• Partnership working is key to future invest as funding from existing sources are difficult to 

secure for smaller scale projects especially surface water.  Challenges around funding is 

the same for more innovative natural (green) solutions. 

• To find “match funds” with other contributing partners is difficult.  

• Working with projects such as IGNITION that will look to find more innovative funding 

solutions.   



Homelessness

• Rough Sleeper Initiative 

• Housing First 

• A Bed Every Night Phase 2 

• Ethical Lettings Agency 

• Social Impact Bond 

• Wider Trailblazer work streams 



Role of the Commission

• Governance for the GM Housing Strategy Implementation Plan which is 

currently in development

• Monitoring and tracking progress of delivery of strategic priorities

• Support our strategic enablers in particular partnerships and lobbying

• Help to prioritise work – what do you want to discuss?


